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Boston, September 19, 1908,

Rev, A, B, Leonard, D. D,, Cor, Secy.,
150 Fifth Ave,,
New York, N, Y,
My dear Dr, Leonard:

By instruction of the conference recently held in
your Board Rooms concerning the proposed union university at
Chengtu, I write to advise you of the following action taken most
cordially by the conference,

VOTED: unanimously; That we express our hearty
appreciation of the courtesy of the Board of
Foreign Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church
in placing at the disposal of the conference the
confortable roomg in which our sessions have been
held,
I have sent to Dr, Raymond a full copy of the minutes
of the conference for the use of the representatives of your
Board,

With sincere regard,

Very truly yours,

(Signed) George B, Huntington




Boston, September 19, 1908

Rev., Alexander Sutherland, D. D.,

Methodist Mission Rooms,

Toronto, Can,
¥y dear Dr, Sutherland:
I am sending to you herewith a full copy

of the minutes of the conference in New York together with a copy
of the revised draft of the constitution for the proposed university
with notes and comments as made in the conference, I would call

your attention particularly to the "Statement of Principles"

beginning on page 8 and to the gsecond and third resolution on

page 17, On behalf of the conference, I would respectfully urge

that such matters as call for action by the interested mission
Boards be presented to your Board at an early date, If there is
anything in the minutes that is not clear, I would be very glad to
answer any inquiries, We very much regretted that you and Dr.
Carman were unable to remain for the closing sessions of the con-
ference,
With sincere regard,
Very truly yours,

(Signed) George B, Huntington




Boston, September 19, 1908.

Rev, Bradford P. Raymond, D. D.,
President Westland University,
Middletown, Conn,

My dear Dr, Raymond:

I am sending to you herewith a full copy of
the minutes of the conference in New York together with a copy of
the revised draft of the constitution for the proposed university
with notes and comments as made in the conference, I hardly know
to whom I should sernd the copy intended for your Board, Dr,
Goucher suggested that I might communicate with you, I would like
to have consulted with you as to the phrasing of some of the
resolutions but the necessity for getting a copy to Dr, Sutherland
before next Tuesday when he leaves for Vancouver made this im=-
practicable, If any suggestions occur to you, however, I would be
glad to make note of them and send a supplemental letter, In
accordance with the instruction of the conference, I would call
your attention particularly to the "Statement of Principles" begin-
ning on page 8 and to the second and third resolutions on page 17,
On behalf of the conference, I would respectfully urge that such
matters as call for action by the interested mission Boards be
presented to your Board at an early date, I am writing to Dr,
Leonard at the request of the conference to express appreciation
of the courtesies of entertainment,

With sincere regard,

Very truly yours,

(Signed) George R. Huntington




124 Bast 28th St., New York.
September 21, 1908.

My dear Mr, Huntington:

I am much obliged to you for the minutes,
etc., of the Conference which I recieved this morning on arriving
here, You are much to be congratulated on getting them in hand
so quickly and I thank you on behalf of my colleagues as well as
on my own,

In reference to the telegram you are right as to the
secretary of the Chengtu Com. Rev., R. J. Davidson and "Davidson
Changtu" is enough address, According to a code agreed on between
us before I left the figures 795 mean "consult Western telegraph
code for this cable" and if you add the figures 92 at the end you
add also the phrase "meéting of Board in America" by which he will
understand the meeting just concluded. This may save you a little
in code words, but if you do not want the words in juxtaposition
it will be necessary to prefix by a 7 again making 792 as the code
word for the meeting in America.

Our Board next meets the first week in November and
will doubtless take action at once on the mattersto which you draw
attention, As they are already part of what our board has agreed
to I have little doubt of their going through,

Thank you for mentioning the point about the name "Senate".
We didn't at all wish to press the name, but as you say that the
new arrangement obviates the need for a change in name it certainly
may as well stand,

It was a great pleasure to meet with you and we shall
hope to have many opportunities in days to come of increasing the
friendships made during the days in New York,

With kind regards, I am

Yours very sincerely,

(signed) Henry T. Hodgkin.




October 1, 1908.

DAVIDSON CHENGTU

79592 CENDRILLE UNIVERSITY CERNIERON EXORAVIMUS PERENDINUM

In consideration of
Constitution should be amended
Full particulars will reach you by letter of

October 1




Boston, October 1, 1908,

Rev. R. J. Davidson,
Secretary, Temporary Board of Management,
Chengtu, West China,

My dear Brother:

It was my pleasure to serve as secretary of a
Conference recently held in New York of representatives of the
four missionary Societies interested in the proposed Union Uni-
versity at Chengtu, In this capacity, I was instructed to communi-
cate to the Temporary Board of Management in West China certain
results of that meeting, You will have opportunity to learn of
the details of the meeting from Dr, Hodgkin and Mr, Beech who
I understand are to return to the field at an early date, I may
say, however, that the Conference was held in New York city in the
Rooms of the Methodist Episcopal Board on September 15, 16 and 17,
five prolonged sessions being given to eoneideration of the business
in hand, Each of the four Boards was represented by appointed dele=-
gates and by one missionary from West China, The action of the
Conference was in every case unanimous, I believe that all were
gratified by the spirit of fraternity and by the real progress made
toward the end before us,

In accordance with action taken at the Conference, I am
sending to you today the following cable message:
"Davidson Chengtu
79592 Cendrille University Cernieron Exoravimus
Perendinum. "

"Consult Western Union Telegraph Code, Boards in America in consid-
eration of University, Constitution should be amended, Full partic-
ulars will reach by letter of October 1.)

The cipher message in figures was given me by Dr, Hodgkin, I trust
that the message reached you safely and promptly and that you had
no difficulty in making the correct interpretation, The cable

was sent in order that at the coming meeting of the Temporary Board
of Management at Chengtu you might be advised of the fact that some
suggestions had been made by fhe Conferénee here regarding the Con-
stitution,

I would call your attention to the three papers enclosed
herewith,

Enclosure 1 comprises certain resolutions adopted by the
Conference in some of which specific matters are referred directly
to the Temporary Board of Management and others, while of a more
general character, will indicate the progress which the enterprise
has already made and the action we are hoping to secure from our
respectime Boards, The series of resolutions at the beginning of
the paper designated a "Statement of Principles" will be brought
to the Boa ds for action at the earliest opportunity, together with
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Rev, R. J., Davidson, Sec. =2.

certain other matters upon which action is desired,

Enclosure 2 is a revised draft of the proposed constitution
of the University. A tentative draft prepared by a sub=committee on
the field had been forwarded to some of the Boards and the repreg-
entat ives of the Friends' Foreign Mission Association in coming
across to New York prepared this very careful revision of the
tentative draft, Both the original draft and the revision were corn=
sidered in detail in the Conference and a number cf suggestions
were made., Some of these are incorporated in the text of the con=-
gtitution and others are presented in the form of notes, (see
enclosure 3.)

Enclosure 3. You will observe that these notes are largely
suggestive, It was not the desire of the Conference to elaborate in
detail the constitution, They preferred to refer the matter back
to the Temporary Board on the field with the request that a new
draft be prepared in harmony with the "Statement of "Principles"
and embodying as far as practicable the suggestions made in the
"Notes." The constitution in its completed form will naturally
be presented again to the Boards or to the permanent Joint Commission
which we trust will be created without delay.

I may say that the missionariles present were appointed
a committee to make inquiries with regard to the water supply and
lighting plant, I presume they will report directly to the Temporary
Board.,

I do nct need to assure you that all of the Boards repres-
ented are deeply interested in this enterprise. We have high ex-
pectations of the service which the University will render to the
cause of Christian education in West China.,- We shall look with
great interest for suggestions from you as to the points raised in
the enclosed papers, We trust that it will not be long before the
work of the institution can be inaugurated,

Communications intended for the Conference of the
Boards may for the present be addressed to me in Boston, You will
be adviged of the organization of the Joint Commissgion as soon as
this is effected,

With sincere regard,

Fraternally yours,

3 Encs. (8igned)George B, Funtington,




ACTION BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN BAPTIST
MISSIONARY UNION, NOVEMEER 30, 1908

The Cormittee proceeded to the consideration of the report
and recommendations presented from the Conference recently held in
New York City with representatives of cther Boards respecting the
proposed Union Institution for higher education at Chengtu, West China.

A statement prepared by the Conference setting forth the
‘general principles to be recognized as controlling in the establishe
ment and conduct of the institution was read as follows:

"Whereas the various Christian missions operating in West
China have reached practical unanimity in regard to the vast
importance of Christian education in that Empire; and

Whereas the Christian Educational Union of West China
has outlined a plan of union in educational work which received the
hearty approval of a Missionary Conference composed of over 150
delegates representing thirteen different missions which met in
the city of Chengtu in January 1908; and

Whereas the missions of four of the Boards working in the
provinge of Szchuan, namely, the American Baptist Missionary Union,
the Friends! Foreign Mission Association of Great Britain, the
Missionary Society of the Methodist Church of Canada and the Board
of Foreign Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church, agreed to
recommend to their respective Boards a plan of united effort in
higher education which involved the purchase of a large property
outside the walls of Chengtu, the division of the property among the
participating missions, the erection by their respectime Boards of
the necessary buildings, and the adoption of suitable curricula
with a view to the corranization at the earliest practicable date
of a Christian University for West China; and

Whereas the Boards of these participating missions have
signified their approval of the general plan of union in educational
work, and have authorized their respective missions to join in the
purchase of sufficient land to afford room for the necessary build=-
ings of the several missions; and

Whereas the participating missions, acting under the
authority of the Boards, .have purchased some sixty-five acres (English)
and now await authority to proceed with building operations;

Resolved: That this conference, representing the four
Boards already mentioned, recommends to said Boards a policy em-
bracing the following points;

1. That the plan for union in primary and secondary educa=-
tion, already adopted by a number of the missions in West China,
be approved.

2. That the project of union in work based on curricula
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leading up to the baccalaureate degrees be approved,

3. That a Senate be constituted, representing the parti=-
cipating bodies, which shall have authority to prescribe the curricula,
assign to the departments such professors and other instructors
as may be set apart by the participating bodies, provide for examin-
ations, grant diplomas and degrees, administer funds for the current
expenses of the University and discharge such dther duties as
properly belong to a University Senate,

4, That each participating body provide residence for its
own professors, dormitories and dining hall for its own students,
class rooms for its denominational work and such other accommodation
as may be found necessary.

5. That no one of the participating bodies duplicate any
vork of the University except with the approval of the Senate,

6, That each participating body be responsibvle for the
salaries of any of its missionaries employed as professors and
instructors in the University.

" That other necessary expenses, such as salaries of
Chinese teachers or of other Chinese employees, be provided out
of the income of the University from students! fees for matri-
culation and graduation, from contributions from the participating
bodies, from special donations, etc.

8. That buildings to be erected in the immediate future be
erected by the several participating .bodies upon the plots of land
respectively assigned to them, and that the central portion of the
land be reserved for the future development of the University.

9, That provision be made at the earliest date possible
for graduate and technical courses on conditions that shall be
mutually satisfactory to the contributors for this purpoee, to the
participating bodies and to the Senate,

10, That a Board of Trustees in the home lands be created
to hold in trust for the purposes of the University all properties,
funds and securities not held or controlled by any of the partici-
pating bodies,

11, That a Joint Commission in the home lands consgisting of
five (5) merbers appointed by the Boards of each participating body
be constituted by these Boards to represent them in all corres-
pondence and conferences relating to the University, and that an
Executive Committee of the Joint Commission be created consisting
of two representatives of each of the participating Boards."

VOTED: That the Statement of Principles he adopted,

Upon recommendation by the Conference, it was also

VOTED: That, in view of the great benefit to the cause of education
in West China to be derived fromg ood central buildings and well
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equipped schools, in which the work of the University can be effi-
ciently carried on, the Executive Committee, in reaffirmation of
action already taken, agrees to the principle of associating with
the University, if opportunity offers, socme western university or
universities which may be able to render help in the direction in-
di cated,

Upon recommendation of the Conference, it was also

VOTED: That, in the event of no other body or persons erecting
central university buildings and of the necessity thereby arising
for the participating bodies to establish them, the Executive
Committee will consider in conjunction with the other cooperating
bodies the advisability of contributing in equal shares the sum of
money required for the purpose; such buildings to be erected
under the direction of the Senate and to b ecome the property of
the University,

With respect to the recommendation of the Conference that,
in the event of its being found necessary for the University to
provide scientific apparatus, (chemical, physical, anatomical, etc.)
tools, engineering plant, or cther teaching equipment, for use in
the laboratories, workshops or class rooms of the University or of
its constituent colleges, such apparatus, etc,, not having been
presented to the University by a benefactor or benefactors, the
representatives of each of the four bodies participating in the
union apply to their home Boards for a grant of $750 which shall
form the nucleus of a common fund to be known as "the Teaching Equip=-
ment Fund" and from which apparatus and equipments may be purchased
and that if such a fund be established, it be placed under the dare
of the treasurer of the University, who from it shall only pay
out moneys or settle accounts which have been authorized by resolution
of the Senate; also that all equipments so purchased shall form
part of the property of the University and be held by its Trustees,

VOTED: That the suggestion is noted with approval, action with
regard to appropriation being deferred pending receipt of advice
from the mission Conference in West China,
VOTED: That the matter of creation of & Board of Trustees in the
home lands be referred to the Joint Commission for consideration
and report to the cooperating Boards,

(Signed) George B. Huntington

Recording Secretary

Boston, December 8, 1908,




Boston, December 8, 1908,

Dr, John ¥: Goucher,
Woman's College,
Baltimore, Md,

My dear Dr, Goucher:

Your favor of December 7 is just at hand, I
am sorry to learn of your illness and trust that the recovery has
been complete,

I regret that the communication regarding the action taken
at the conference in New York was not clear, As I wrote Dr, Ray-
mond, I thought the representatives cf each Board present at the-
conference should have a complete record of. all the proceedings
whether it was to be referred immediately to the cooperating Boards
or not, In fact, I was instructed by the conference (see page 12
of the Minutes to "forward a copy of the full minutes of the sessions
of this conference to the representatives to each Board participating
therein.,") There are, of course, a number of items which do not
need to be considered by the Boards at this time, among them the
draft of the Constitution with suggestion made by the conference,
It is stated in the Minutes (see page 13) that this Constitution
was"to be referred to the missionaries on the field with request
that they re-draft the same in harmony with the Statement of Princirples
submi tted to the participating Boards and report to thisbody or to ‘such
cther body as the participating Boards may hereafter create."

The fundamental matter to be brought to the attention of
the Boards was, of course, the Statement of Principles, I quote from
my letter to President Raymond concerning this, "In accordance with
the instruction of the conference, I would call your attention particu-
larly to the Statement of Principles beginning on page 8 and to the
second and third resolution on page 17." I did not think it nec-
essary to make a separate copy of the Statement of Principles since
it was included in full in the Minutes beginning on page &, as stated
above,

I am glad to be able to report to you the action taken
by our own Executlve Cormittee at a meeting held Iast week., A number
of causes conspired to prevent earlier action but the Committee
very heartily approved the principles outlined by the conference, I
quote this action in full on a separate page and enclose it herewith,
We understand that it was desired by the conference that action should
be taken by the Boards upon two or three matters in addition to the
Statement of Principles, You will find these noted in the action of
our Committee,

Our Cormittee also took steps looking to the appointment of

five representatives upon the Joint Commission referred to in the
last section of the Statement of srinc iples. As we have not yet




Dr. Goucher =2

had opportunity to correspond with those whom we are asking to serve
as our representatives, I have omitted thia section from the action
which I report, I will advise you as socn as our representative

on the Commigsion is secure,

I have not heard fermally from our Canadian brethren
or from the English brethren but I am informed privately that the
Canadian Methodists have heartily approved the general plan,

I trust I have sufficiently answered your inquiry. If
the papers which you have are incomplete in any way, I would be
glad to supplement them. I shall be glad to know at your convenience
of action that may be taken by your Board,
With sincere regard,
Praternally yours,

(Signed) George R, Huntington

P. S. I am mortified that I have just now discovered an error in
copying by which a phrase is omitted from Section 11 of the
Statement of Principles in the copy of the Minutes which I sent

to Dr. Raymond., You will find the full and correct readi ng in the
enclosed paper giving the action of our Committee, May I ask
you to make the correction in your copy of the Minutes? The second

line of paragraph eleven should read as follows: "five members
appointed by the Board of each participating body be constituted
by these Boards to represent them" etc.

3.8 .H




Copy of enclosure referred to may be found with Dr,
Goucher's letter of even date,

Boston, December 10, 1908,

Dr, William Wilson
Secy. Friends' Foreign Mission Assn,,
15 Devonshire St,, Bishopsgate,
London, E. C,, Eng,

My dear Dr, Wilson:

At the conference in New York last September
of which I and the other representatives of the Missionary Union
have the pleasantest recollections, I understood that you were
leaving immediately to proceed upon a journey to the mission fields
of your Society, For that reason, I sent the copy of the minutes
of the conference to Dr, Hodgkin, I presume that before this they
have reached your office, It ake pleasure in writing to you directly
at this time to acquaint you of the action taken by the Executive
Cormittee of the Missionary Union upon the "Statement of Principles®
adopted at the conference and certain other resolutions affecting
preliminary steps in the organization of the Institution in West
China in which we are all so deeply interested,

A number of unforseen causes have combined to delay con=-
sideration of the matter by our Committee but action has now
been taken most heartily and sympatheticallv. I enclose on a
geparate sheet a report of our action: I believe it was understood
that the draft of the Constitution and certain other technical
matters were to be referred back to an Educational Committee on the
field for consideration and report at a later time to the Boards
offi the cooperating bodies or to the Joint Commission that might be
created by these Boards, All such matters were promptly reported to
Mr, Davidson, the Secretary of the Committee in West China. I pre-
sume we shall hear from that committee in due time,

In addition to the action herewith reported, our Committee
also took steps looking to the appointment of five representatives
upon the Joint Commission referred to in the last section of the
"Statement of Principles". As we have not yet had opportunity to
correspond with those whom we are asking to serve as our represen=-
tatives, I have omitted this section from the action reported. I
will advise vou as soon as our representation on the @ommission
is secured,

I understand that the American Methodist Board is to con-
sider the report at a meeting to be held next week. While I have not
yet heard formally from our Canadian hrethren, I am informed pri-
vately that they have taken action heartily approving the general
plan, I have written Dr, Sutherland asking for more definite in-
formation as to their action,

I regret that I have only just now discovered an error
in copying by which a phrase is omitted from section 11 of the




Dr, Wilson =2

"Statement of Principles" in the copy of the minutes sent to Dr,
Hodgkin, You will find the full and correct reading in the enclosed
paper giving the action of our Committee, May I ask you to make

the correction in your copy of the minutes? The second line of
section 11 should read as follows: "five members appointed by

the Board of each participating body be constituted by these Boards
to represent them" etc,

I beg leave to enclose a card which I failed to hand
you in New York,

With sincere personal regard and deep interest in the
enterprise to which we are jointly committed, I remain

Fraternally yours,

(Signed) George B. Huntington,

Secretary of Conf-
erence




Copy of enclosure referred to may be found with letter
to Dr, Goucher of even date,

Boston, December 10, 1908

Rev, R. J., Davidson,
Chengtu, West China,

My dear Mr, Davidson:

You will have received I trust the communication
which I sent you some time since on behalf of the conference which
met in New York iast September for consideration of plans for
united effort in higher education in West China., I am pleased
to be able now to write you of action by the Executive Committee
of the Missionary Union upon certain items in the report of that
conference, A notice of the action upon a separate sheet is en=-
closed herewith, A variety of causes has conspired to delay action
but our Committee has very heartily approved the principles out-
lined by the Conference,

It was understood that the cooperating Boards should be
asked to act now only upon the "Statement of Principles" and upon
two or three other matters preliminary to more perfect o ganization
of the proposed Institution, The draft of the Constitution
haa not been presented to the Boards as it wasthought best that this
should be referred again to the Union Committee in West China to
be worked over by them and submitted afresh to the Boards at a later
time, We should be greatly interested to have report from your
commit tee in due time,

In addition to the action reported herewith, our Committee
also took steps looking to the appointment of five representatives
upon the Joint Commission referred to in the last section of the
"Statement of Prinaciples", As we have not yet had opportunity to
correspond with those whom we are asking to serve as our represen=-
tatives, I have omitted this section from the action reported. I
will advise you as soon as our representation on the Commission
is secured,

I have reported our action fully as well as the action
of the New York Conference to Mr, Taylor the representative of
our mission upon the Union Educational Commi ttee,

I am not swe whether the copy of the "Statement of
Principles" which I sent you contains an error which I have only
Just now discovered in some of the copies made, Section 11 should
read:! "That a Joint Commission in the home lands eonsisting
of five (5) members appointed by the Board of each participating
body be constituted by these Boards to represent them" etc,

With renewed assw ance of our deep interest in this
enterprise, I remain
Sincerely yours,
(Signed) George B, Huntington
gecretary of conference




Copy of enclosure referred to may be found with letter to
Dr. Goucher of even date,

Boston, December 10, 1908,

Rev, Alexander Sutherland, D. D,,
33 Richmond St,, West,
Toronto, Canada.,

My dear Dr, Sutherland:

I take pleasure in reporting to you herewith
action bv our Executive Committee at a recent meeting upon certain
items in the report of the conference held last September in
New York with reference to cooperation in educational work in West
China, I enclose lerewith on a separate sheet an extract from the
records of our Committee covering this subject. I understood that
we were asked to act primarily upon the "Statement of Principkes"
and 21lso upon two or three other resolutions of the conference
relating to preliminary steps in the organization of the proposed
institution of Chengtu., A number of causes conspired to prevent
earlier action mt the Committee have very heartily approved the
principles outlined by the Conference,

I believe it was understood that the draft of the Consti-
tution and certain other technical matters were to be referred
back to the Educational Cormmittee on the field for consideration
and report at a later time to the Boards of the cooperating bodies
or to the Joint Commission that might be created by these Boards,
All such matters were promptly reported to Mr, Davidson, the Sec-
retary of the Committee in West China, I presume we shall hear
from that cormmittee in due time, In addition to the action herewith
reported, our Committee also took steps looking to the appointment
of five represert atives upon the Joint Commission referred to in the
lagt section of the "Statement of Principles", As we have not
yet had opportunity to correspond with those whom we are ak ing
to serve as our representatives, I have omitted this section from
the action reported., I will advise you as soon as our representation
on the Commission is secured,

I regnet that I have only just now discovered an error
in copying by which a phrase is omitted from Section 11 of the
"Statement of Principles" in the copy of the minutes sent to you.
You will find the full and currect reading in the enclosed paper
giving the action of ow Committee, May I ask you to make the
correction in your copy of the minutes? The second line of section
11 should read as follows: "five (5) members appointed by the Board
of each participating body be constituted by these Boards to rep-
resent them" etc,

I would be glad to know at your convenience what action
has been taken by your Board in regard to the matter,

With sincere regard and pleasant recollections of our
meeting in New York, I am,
Fraternally yours,
(Signed) George B. Huntington
Secretary of Conference.




THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONAL UNION

Chengtu, West China,
December 26, 1908,

Mr, George B. Huntington,
Boston, Mass,

Dear Sir:

I am duly in receipt of your communication of October 1
with three enclosures in refcrence to the Conference of the four
Missionary Societies' Representatives, who met in New York to
consider details regarding our Union University,

I have had copies of the same typed and distributed to
each of the same Missions on the field and assure you that keen -
attention will be given to them as quickly as possible both by the
Temporary Board of Management of the University and by the different
Missions at their Annual Meetings, all of which are in usual order
due to meet early in the coming year,

The cable message was also duly received and would have
been acknowledged by me at once, had I known definitely where to
write but we imagined that it had been sent off by Dr. Hodgkin and
that he was probably on his way back to England or China.,

I am glad to say he has now reached us again, and it is
a fresh inspiration to us on the field to receive your hearty greet=-
ings and information both in your communications and from Dr,
Hodgkin's report of the Conference,

You may rely on my writing again as soon as I have any-
thing further to report,

Meanwhile I am, dear Sir
Yours very sincerely,
(Signed) R. J. Davidson.
Secretary of the Temporary

Board of Management , Union University,
Chengtu,




FRIENDS' FCREIGN MISSION ASSOCIATION

15, Devonshire Street, Hishopsgate,
London, E. C. England.

December 31, 1908.

llr. George B. Huntington,
Fomd Building,
Boston, liass.

Iy dear Sir:

Yours of the 10th is to hand, and it falls to my lot to
acknowledge it, in view of Dr. Wilson's absence in India. We do not
expect him back in England until March or April next.

Minutes of the Conference. These duly reached here via Dr.
Hodgkin. We arve glad to hear of the action taken by your own
Executive Committee upon the "Statement of Principlesg", and await
word from the other Bodies concerned, with interest. Our own Board,
in November, also accepted the "Statement of Principles" as a basis
for future united action. We note that you have sent draft of the
Constitution to our Mr. R. J. Davidson, as Secretary of the Committee
in West China.

The Constitution. To enable our missionaries more readily to
consider the constitution, and also for the help of our Board members
at home, we have put the congtitution into type. I have pleasure in
sending you half a dozen copies of this printed document, under
separate cover. You may find them of service and if you have any com-
ments to make (should any note not agree with note you made at the
time) we shall be glad to have them.

Joint Commission Our Board appointed James Edmund Clark,
Albert J. Crosfield, H. Wilson Harris, Dr. Wilson, and myself as its
representatives on the Joint Commission of the Missionary Boards, while
H. Wilson Harris &nd Dr. Wilson are appointed upon its Executive Com-
mittee. You may be glad to have these names. They will show, I think,
that we understood the Minute correctly despite small inaccuracy pointed
out in your letter.

You will be interested to hear that a cable was received on the
17th inst. reporting Dr. Hodgkin's safe arrival agedn at Chengtu, pre-
sumably he had reached there on the 15th, having wmade almost a record
journey, in point of time, from London to Chengtu.

With best wishes for our united work, and for your own Society's
labours in 1909, I am, dear lir. Huntington,

Yours very sincerely,

(Signed) Marshesll . Fox.




FRIENDS' FOREIGN MISSION ASSOCIATION

15, Devonshire St., Rishopsgate,
London, E, C, Eng,,May 28,1909

Mr, George B, Huntington,
Ford Building,
Boston, Mase,

My dear Sir:

I have before me your letter of December 10 last, men-
tioning the appointment of the members of the Joint Commission on
the part of your own Board and of the American Methodist Board.

We have just received from China the Draft Constitution of the
Union University at Chengtu, as revised by a Committee of the Tem-
porary Board of Management in China, Our friends in China expect,
I assume, that their revised draft will be considered by the Joint
Commission., It appears, however, that the lines have not yet
been laid down upon which the Joint Commisgsion is to act in such
matters. At a mecting of the Collece Sub-Committee of our China
Committee yesterday, the following Minute was made:
"We shall be glad to hear %e=he=r from the Secretary of the
Conference what steps it is proposed to adopt for formally
constituting the Joint Commission and for arranging the
methods of communication between the different sections of
it
We shall be glad of anything you care to cormunicate on the matter,
It has been suggested to us that possibly some, if not all the mem=-
vers of the Commission from your side, will be attending the World
Missionary Conference at Edinburgh next year, If this should be
so, a meeting of the Joint Commission, or at least Executive, might
be arramg ed over here, Will you be good enough to give this matter
also your consideration, letting me know what you feel to be the
possibilities in this direction,

You will be glad to hear that Dr, Wilson returned from his
visit to India and Ceylon in April. He is out of town just now
or would be writing you himself,

Thanking vou in anticipation for the favor of a reply;
with sincere regards, I am

Yours very truly,

(Signed) Marshall N, Fox.




CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONAL UNION OF WEST CHINA

Chengtu, Szc., June 22, 1909

Mr. CGeorge B. Huntington,
Boston, U, S, A,

Dear Sir:

I have pleasure in forwarding to you a copy of the Consti-
tution of the Union University as finally revised by the Temporary
Board of Managenent, also copies of some of the more important
Minutes and Resolutions of the Board of the past few months,

It has taken a considerable time to get the Constitution
into its present shape, During the visit of Dr, Burton and Prof,
Chamberlin of Chicago University we discussed its details with them
and made several important alterations, The principal one is the
proposal to place a greater amount of control in the hands of the
Joint Commission than was suggested in the first draft, ©See Section
5, Control (b). According to this plan the Joint Commission would
hold a relationship to the University similar to that of the Mission
Boards to each of the Colleges, having control of all matters of
policy and general managenent,

You will note also, the change proposed in the constitution
of the Joint Commission, It is thought that its membership at the
discretion of the present representatives for the Missions might be
enlarged so as to include men interested in this Missionary educational

movement, who would add much to our resources both in men and money.

It was thought Dr, Burton might be one so added to the Joint Commission,
at any rate we hope the Joint Commission will arrange to have an
interview with him as soon as possible, He has much to communicate
about the conditions prevailing in Chengtu,

We did not see the necessity for having a Board of Trustees,
as well as a Joint Commission, The less complicated the machinery
the better, There will be quite enough Bodies to consult before
business can be done without this one, No doubt the Commission will
give due consideration to this point as to the legal aspect of the
question, Dr, Burton can give information as to our reasons for this
change,

Under the Section Faculty you will note Paragraph 2 (a)
makes provision for teache rs appointed directly by the Commission,
There 1s a strong feeling at this end that it may be well if the
Commission can see its way to find teachers for the University,
other than those provided by the Missions interested., OGontinuity in
the staff i8 of the utmost importance and this is difficult to Mmain-
tain from men allotted to the Colleges who receive their appointments
annually from their Mission on the field, and who may be removed
frequently, See the resolution enclosed which wasg passed at the
last meeting of the Board, We trust the Joint Commission may, at
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Mr, Huntington, 2.

an early date, consider this proposition,

The position of President was very fully debated at this
end and while at first there was considerable amount of opinion
in favor of making the office a merely nominal one, reserving
the govermment almost entirely in the hands of the Senate, the
President acting as Chairman of the Senate meetings, finally we
came to the conclusion to make the office a much more responsible
one, looking forward to possibly the appointment of a capable
administrator from one of the home countries., You will see the
method of the President's appointment, Section 9, which i s quite
different from the other officers of the institution, This also
is a question requiring the early attention of the Commission,
Were it possible to find a sultable man, he should come to the field
as soon as can be arranged, We believe if such a man can be ob=
vained it would add much to the prestige of the University., The
President must be a man of broad outlook, keen sympathies, and one
who has had comsiderable educational experience, and would be willing
to devote himself earnestly to the great problems before us in this
country, We quite understand that it may be difficult to obtain
the right man, but from our discussions during Professor Chamberlin's
and Dr, Burton's visit, we came to the conclusion that we should
attempt it,

From the enclosed minutes, you will learn that we decided
to postpone the erections of buildings so that the plans of each
College should he laid before the Joint Commission for unification.

We hope that these have reached you ere this, and that expert opinion
may be obtained about them, It was suggested that the Commission
might get an architect to come out here and give some time to the
study of architecture in China, and possibly devise a style for all
the University buildings. Here again I would refer you to Dr, Burton,

No doubt you know that we hoped to obtain very definite help
from Chicago University, but when Dr, Burton was here he led us to
understand that there was little prospect of Chicago University
as such participating in the Union University in West China, How-
ever he gave the impression that other methods of obtaining help
might be devised, and that he would give the subject very careful
consideration, We hope that something very definite may come out of
the visit of the Chicago Cormission,

In view of the postponement of the erection of the College
Buildings, it is proposed to put up somne temporary structures, so as
to begin work next year if possible, It is hoped that the Missions
and the Joint Commission will approve of this course,

I would ecall your attention to the request of the Temporary
Board of Management for a grant of $800 (gold) for Chemical and
Physical apparatus, We will apply through the Missions for this
sum, as the money is required at once, if we are to prepare for next
year's work,
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In future I will keep you informed of the business trans-
acted by the Board, as it is desired at this end that we work now
as far as possible to the Constitution, This will involve consid-
erable responsibility being borne by the Joint Commission, and for
this, information of progress at this end will be necessary.

You will pmw bably have heard, through your own Mission,
of the union of Middle Schools in Chengtu last January, The three
Missions in Chengtu having Union Schools then united, and we have
had a large school during the past months, which ha s so far heen
found very satisfactory and has given us very definite experience
in union work, The School is on the University site at present.
is really preliminary work to the University, We have about one

It

hundred students on the roll, We are looking forward to the Baptist

Missian joining us next year,
With kindest regards, I am
Yours very sincerely

(Signed) R. J. Davidson
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